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Topic Overview 

News literacy, fake news, and fact-checking may sound like buzz-terms, but these topics have 

always been important to society. The First Amendment to the United States Constitution states 

that no government shall make a law abridging the freedom of speech or of the press. A free 

press is essential to a democratic society because it provides a platform for the discussion of 

ideas and the exchange of information. Thanks to the Internet, the marketplace of ideas—a 

concept which asserts that an uncontrolled cacophony of ideas will ultimately highlight the truth 

and mute disinformation—has become a world-wide reality. But has it muted disinformation? 

Has it highlighted the truth?  Use Check It: A Web-Wise Toolkit—brought to you by a 

SUNY-trained journalist/librarian—to help you navigate the online free marketplace of ideas 

without falling prey to fake news and disinformation. 

Questions? 

Ask the librarian at cmartoni@albany.edu. 
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Annotated Bibliography 

Fact Checking 

The Associated Press (2019). Not real news [column]. Retrieved from 

https://www.apnews.com/NotRealNews. This weekly Associated Press column offers an 

overview and fact-check of the top viral social media content. The Associated Press is a 

not-for-profit news producer in existence for over 150 years. It has won over 50 Pulitzer 

Prizes, and its content is trusted and reproduced by newspapers world-wide. Stay “on 

top of the news” by reading this column each week. Users can access this column using 

a preferred internet browser from any computer in the United States, and beyond. 

Borel, B. (2016). The Chicago guide to fact-checking. Retrieved from 

http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/1043503275. This Chicago guide offers tools and best 

practices for fact checking across multiple forms of media. This guide was published by 

the same company that publishes the Chicago Manual of Style, and it draws on the 

expertise of over 200 professional writers, editors, and fact-checkers. The book’s editor, 

Brooke Borel, is a former research editor at Science Illustrated and a former fact checker 

at Quanta. She also teaches science communication workshops at New York University. 

Use this manual to beef up your web fact-checking skills. You’ll find numerous strategies 

to fact-check across multiple forms of media. You’ll also find, at the end of the book, 20 

full pages of references organized by chapter. This title is accessible in-library through 

the University at Albany Libraries reference collection under call number ZA3075 .B67 

2016. You can also request this title through the New York Public Library System, as 

well as through many other libraries listed on WorldCat.org. 

Grey House Publishing. (2019). Hudson’s Washington news media contacts guide. Retrieved 

from http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/2166135. This periodical reference has been 

https://www.apnews.com/NotRealNews
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published for over 50 years and offers contact information for over 4,000 key media 

contacts. This is a periodical publication, with new, updated editions available annually. 

It includes media contact information that one would not be able to find on the internet. 

Have a question about an article you are reading? See if the author’s contact 

information—or the contact information of a cited source— is available through this 

resource. This resource is available through several university library systems. If it’s not 

available at your library, try requesting it through an inter-library loan. 

Kessler, G. (2019). Fact checker: The truth behind the rhetoric [column]. Retrieved from 

https://washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker. This column, based on sound news 

media principles, is authored by professional fact checker Glenn Kessler and his 

colleagues Salvador Rizzo and Meg Kelly. Its goal is to fact check the statements of 

political figures and weed through political rhetoric. The authors also investigate answers 

to questions submitted by readers. Glenn Kessler is an award-winning journalist whose 

career spans decades. His fact-checking team analyzes political statements on both the 

left and right, and they do so without inserting opinion. The column appears in the 

national-news section of The Post, separate from the editorial or opinion sections. Also, 

members of the team are not permitted to engage in partisan political activity or make 

contributions to candidates or advocacy organizations. Use this resource to fill in missing 

context in political statements and get a more comprehensive, unbiased picture of topics 

mentioned by politicians. Users can access this column using a preferred internet 

browser from any computer in the United States, and beyond. Politico. (2019). Is it true? 

A fake news database [website]. Retrieved from 

https://www.politico.com/interactives/2018/is-this-true. People send in suspected hoaxes, 

doctored images, and fake websites. Then, Politico’s team works to determine the truth. 
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Politico’s mission is to provide its audience with accurate, nonpartisan information. In 

2012, the Poynter Institute found that about the same percentage of Politico readers 

identify as democrat as do those that identify as republican. Reading something you 

suspect could be fake? Pop keywords into this Politico database to see if it’s been 

investigated. If not, visit the “about the project” link for a submission form. Users can 

access this column using a preferred internet browser from any computer in the United 

States, and beyond. 

Silverblatt, A., Smith, A., Don Miller, C., Smith, J., & Brown, N. (2014). Keys to interpreting 

media messages [worksheet]. Media literacy: Keys to interpreting media messages (4th 

ed., pp 203-9). Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger. Retrieved from 

http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/899291525. This worksheet includes a series of questions 

to help readers determine the process, context, and framework of a media product. This 

worksheet is included in a book meant to aid people in decoding diverse types of media. 

It is published by Praeger, a company affiliated with ABC-CLIO and trusted by libraries 

worldwide. This worksheet can be used to help you evaluate the quality of a piece of 

information you find on the internet. Users can access this book through many university 

libraries including SUNY New Paltz and SUNY Orange. It can be requested through the 

UAlbany interlibrary loan system. 

Snopes. (2019). Fact check [website]. Retrieved from https://snopes.com/fact-check. Snopes’ 

fact checking feature offers an archive of investigated rumors and questionable claims. 

The oldest and largest online fact-checking site, Snopes’ contextualized analysis uses 

evidence-based practices to fact-check the media. The company has been 

independently verified by the International Fact Checking Network, and, in the spirit of 

truth-seeking, it invites skepticism and challengers. The fact-checkers attempt to contact 
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sources for interviews and seek out supporting information. They consult experts, and 

each fact-check travels through multiple staffers. Reading something you suspect could 

be fake? Pop keywords into the search bar to see if it’s been investigated. Users can 

access this column using a preferred internet browser from any computer in the United 

States, and beyond. 

TinEye. (2019). Reverse image search [search engine]. Retrieved from https://tineye.com. This 

reverse image search accesses a multibillion index of web images to determine from 

where an image originates and locate/track modified versions. Wondering if that news 

article is a hoax? Try reverse searching any images within the article to find their true 

origins (and debunk that hoax!). As of now, TinEye is free for use through a preferred 

internet browser from any computer in the United States, and beyond. 

U.S. Census Bureau. (2019.) American fact finder advanced search. Retrieved from 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults.xhtml?refresh=t. This is a 

government-funded database of community facts, from population data, to school district 

data, to data on income. It’s just the data—plain and simple. Fact check local news by 

popping any data listed in a local news article into the search bar to see if it matches up 

or if the sentence is worded to mislead or paint the data in an alternative light. The 

American Fact Finder is free for use through a preferred internet browser from any 

computer in the United States, and beyond. 

 

Fake News 

Posetti, J., & Matthews, A. (2018). A short guide to the history of ‘fake news’ and disinformation: 

A new ICFJ learning module [PDF file]. Washington, DC: International Center for 

Journalists. Retrieved from 

https://tineye.com/
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https://www.icfj.org/sites/default/files/2018-07/A%20Short%20Guide%20to%20History%

20of%20Fake%20News%20and%20Disinformation_ICFJ%20Final.pdf. This short eBook 

addresses the fact that fake news is not new. It offers an overview of major moments in 

the history of disinformation, in timeline format. It includes events from the Marc Antony 

smear campaign of 44 BC, to the invention of the Gutenberg printing press in 1493, to 

the 2005 creation of the Colbert Report, to a 2017 European Union report on fake news. 

The last few pages of the eBook detail an accompanying learning module. The best way 

to arm yourself against fake news is to understand how it developed into what it is today. 

Use this resource to quickly grasp the overall timeline of disinformation, or use the 

learning module to help others understand as well. This resource is a relatively recent 

publication that was sponsored by the International Center for Journalists, a nonprofit 

that has worked with more than 100,000 journalists from 180 countries. Its aim is to 

provide journalists with resources that enhance their skills and expertise, and the 

resource itself presents facts without bias. This resource is free for download from 

icfj.org. 

 

News & Media Literacy 

Maksl, A., Ashley, S., & Craft, S. Measuring news media literacy. The National Association for 

Media Literacy Education Journal of Media Literacy Education, (6), 3. Retrieved from 

https://libproxy.albany.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true

&db=eue&AN=103191746&site=eds-live&scope=site. This scholarly article details a 

study that measured levels of news media literacy among 500 teenagers. The 

researchers applied Potter’s 2004 model of media literacy to the concept of news literacy 

and found that having greater knowledge about topics in the news, conditions under 
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which news is produced, and the effects news can have on society results in higher 

levels of news media literacy. Published by the open-access Journal of Media Literacy 

Education, the article is peer-reviewed through the University of Rhode Island. Use this 

resource to learn about strategies for media literacy assessment. It has a long list of 

references for further reading. Users can access this through the Education Source 

database through the University at Albany Libraries. If you are a current student, faculty, 

or staff member, you can proxy into the server using your UAlbany ID. Otherwise, you 

can visit one of the library buildings and use a guest computer pass to access the 

database. 

McGrew, S., Ortega, T., Breakstone, J., & Wineburg, S. (2017). The challenge that’s bigger than 

fake news: Civic reasoning in a social media environment. American Educator, (3), 4. 

Retrieved from 

https://libproxy.albany.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true

&db=edsgao&AN=edsgcl.510636805&site=eds-live&scope=site. This scholarly article 

critiques common strategies used to teach news literacy, arguing that many lesson plans 

only teach young people to analyze the surface of a website and that “determining who’s 

behind information and whether it’s worthy of our trust is more complex than a true/false 

dichotomy” (4). Sarah McGrew, one of the article’s authors, co-directs the Civic Online 

Reasoning Project at the Stanford History Education Group with Joel Breakstone. 

Breakstone’s research focuses on instructional assessment. Sam Wineburg is the 

founder of the project and is the Margaret Jacks Professor of Education at Stanford. 

Teresa Ortega is the project manager. Use this resource to critique and strengthen your 

news and web literacy lesson plans. Users can access this through the Gale database 

through the University at Albany Libraries. If you are a current student, faculty, or staff 
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member, you can proxy into the server using your UAlbany ID. Otherwise, you can visit 

one of the library buildings and use a guest computer pass to access the database. 

 

Current Issues 

ABC-CLIO. (2019). Issues: Understanding controversy and society [database]. Retrieved from 

https://publisher-abc-clio-com.libproxy.albany.edu. This database is a collection of 

authoritative, scholarly eBooks on a broad range of topics. It is full of trustworthy 

information to help you learn more about a topic you read about in the news. ABC-CLIO 

(a collaboration between the American Bibliographic Center and CLIO Press) has been 

developing leading, authoritative reference resources for more than 60 years. It also 

offers professional development through its Libraries Unlimited program, aimed at 

supporting educators and librarians in lifelong learning. You can access this database 

through the University at Albany Libraries. If you are a current student, faculty, or staff 

member, you can proxy into the server using your UAlbany ID. Otherwise, you can visit 

one of the library buildings and use a guest computer pass to access the database. 

Opposing viewpoints in context [database]. Retrieved from 

http://go.galegroup.com.libproxy.albany.edu/ps/start.do?p=OVIC&u=albanyu. This 

database is a collection of research-based entries covering current issues. It approaches 

the information in a pro/con format and includes articles, maps, infographics, and more. 

When you hear or read about a controversial current issue or event, you can use this 

database to understand major points on both sides of the topic. For 65 years, Gale has 

provided libraries and other educational institutions with databases on a variety of 

subjects. The publishing company uses a world-wide network of scholars to curate and 

review its content. You can access this database through the University at Albany 
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Libraries. If you are a current student, faculty, or staff member, you can proxy into the 

server using your UAlbany ID. Otherwise, you can visit one of the library buildings and 

use a guest computer pass to access the database. 

ProCon.org. (2019). ProCon.org: Pros and cons of controversial issues [website]. Retrieved 

from https://www.procon.org. This informational website is a collection of 70 

controversial issues. ProCon.org is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, nonpartisan public organization 

with a mission to promote critical thinking and informed citizenship. It was awarded a 

platinum rating by the nonprofit reviewer Guidestar. When you hear or read about a 

controversial current issue or event, you can use this website to understand major points 

on both sides of the topic. Users can access this website using a preferred internet 

browser from any computer in the United States, and beyond. 

Reference and User Services Association. (2018). Reference and user services quarterly 

[online archives]. Retrieved from https://journals.ala.org/index.php/rusq/issue/archive. 

This open-access publication offers up-to-date, trustworthy suggestions for further 

authoritative reading on a broad range of topics. This resource is published by the 

Reference and User Services Association, a division of the American Library 

Association. Its mission is to provide libraries with information on topics ranging from 

reference services to readers’ advisory, and it follows a double-blind, pre-publication 

review process. Use the archive search engine to search using keywords relating to a 

topic you want to learn more about. Then, find the resources listed at your library. Users 

can access this online reference collection using a preferred internet browser from any 

computer in the United States, and beyond. 

 

News and the Internet 
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Middle Tennessee State University. (2019). The First Amendment encyclopedia. Retrieved from 

https://mtsu.edu/first-amendment. This online encyclopedia is a collection of articles 

about free expression in America, curated by faculty of the Middle Tennessee State 

University. This resource is presented by the Free Speech Center and the John 

Seigenthaler Chair of Excellence in First Amendment Studies. It was edited by two 

scholars, one of whom, Dr. John R. Vile, is a professor of political science and dean of 

the University Honors College at MTSU. The other scholar, David L. Hudson, Jr., is a 

former member of the Nashville First Amendment Center, and he now teaches at the 

Nashville School of Law and Vanderbilt Law School. First amendment issues are all over 

the Internet, and understanding them will help you think critically about the information 

you consume. Use this encyclopedia to understand more about freedom of speech and 

expression. A unique aspect about this encyclopedia is that it provides you with direct 

contact information for its collaborators. If you have questions, reach out to these experts 

for an interview. Users can access this online encyclopedia using a preferred internet 

browser from any computer in the United States, and beyond. 

Warf, B. (2018). SAGE encyclopedia of the Internet. Retrieved from 

http://dx.doi.org.libproxy.albany.edu/10.4135/9781473960367. This online encyclopedia 

covers topics related to the Internet, the World Wide Web, email, social media, Net 

Neutrality, cyberterrorism, and more. It offers authoritative, comprehensive information in 

an accessible writing style. SAGE is an independent, academic publishing company, and 

Barney Warf, the publication’s editor, is a professor at Florida State University whose 

research focuses on economic and political geography. When using the Internet to find 

and understand information, it’s necessary to also understand the Internet itself. Use this 

encyclopedia to think critically about your Internet use by learning more about the 
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different ways people use the Internet and its impact on society. You can access this 

encyclopedia through the University at Albany Libraries. If you are a current student, 

faculty, or staff member, you can proxy into the server using your UAlbany ID. 

Otherwise, you can visit one of the library buildings and use a guest computer pass to 

access the online catalog. 

 

Politics on the Internet 

Oxford Reference. (2019). A dictionary of political biography. Retrieved from 

http://www.oxfordreference.com.libproxy.albany.edu/view/10.1093/acref/9780191751080

.001.0001/acref-9780191751080. This online dictionary offers short biographical entries 

of 870+ noteworthy political figures from the twentieth century, compiled by trustworthy 

experts. There are a lot of names in the news, and some of those people aren’t even 

alive anymore. Use this dictionary to look up unknown names of major people who have 

shaped the world. You’ll find trustworthy snapshot biographies. You don’t need to read 

an entire biographical book to understand how that person plays into the story. This 

resource is available through the University at Albany Libraries. If you are a current 

student, faculty, or staff member, you can proxy into the server using your UAlbany ID. 

Otherwise, you can visit one of the library buildings and use a guest computer pass to 

access the database. 

The Poynter Institute. (2019). PolitiFact [website]. Retrieved from https://politifact.com. This 

nonprofit-owned investigative team rates political statements for accuracy based on their 

independent news expertise and then awards them a score on a “truthometer.” 

Politifact’s core values include: thorough reporting, independence, transparency, and 

fairness. PolitiFact does not accept donations from political parties, elected officials, 
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candidates seeking public office, or anonymous sources. This organization has only 

been fact-checking since 2007, but it has since gained a reputation for unbiased 

investigation into the truth (or lack thereof) of political statements. Use it to gain some 

perspective on political entities on all sides. Politifact is free for use through a preferred 

internet browser from any computer in the United States, and beyond. 

 

Associations & Organizations 

Charity Watch. (2019). Charity ratings [website]. Retrieved from 

https://charitywatch.org/charities. This resource, parented by an independent nonprofit, 

began back in 1992, and it researches the efficiency, accountability, and governance of 

nonprofit organizations. It aims to expose wasteful and unethical charities, and it 

spotlights top ethical charities. It specializes in analyzing financial reports, and, uniquely, 

it rates social welfare groups, and religious charities as well. Use Charity Watch to see 

where an organization you are learning about, investing in, or becoming involved with 

stands by its methodology. This resource is free for use through a preferred internet 

browser from any computer in the United States, and beyond.  

Gale Research Inc. (2019). Encyclopedia of associations: International organizations. Retrieved 

from http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/1027049926. This resource lists officially recognized 

national and international organizations. For 65 years, Gale has provided libraries and 

other educational institutions with databases on a variety of subjects. The publishing 

company uses a world-wide network of scholars to curate and review its content. Use 

this resource to verify the world-wide recognition of an organization with which you plan 

to become involved. This resource is available through several university library 
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systems. If it’s not available at your library, try requesting it through an inter-library loan 

service. 

Gale Research Inc. (2019). Encyclopedia of associations: National organizations of the U.S. 

Retrieved from http://www.worldcat.org/oclc/1056157307.  This resource lists officially 

recognized national organizations. For 65 years, Gale has provided libraries and other 

educational institutions with a databases on a variety of subjects. The publishing 

company uses a world-wide network of scholars to curate and review its content. Use 

this resource to verify the world-wide recognition of an organization with which you plan 

to become involved. This resource is available through several university library 

systems. If it’s not available at your library, try requesting it through an inter-library loan. 

 

Scams and Hoaxes 

Better Business Bureau. (2019). BBB scam tracker [database]. Retrieved from 

https://bbb.org/scamtracker. This resource is a database of reported and investigated 

scams, compiled and researched by the Better Business Bureau (BBB). BBB is a 

nonprofit organization that accredits businesses. Think you’ve stumbled upon a scam? 

The BBB Scam Tracker might be able to help you determine if it is. Pop keywords into 

the search bar and see. This resource is free for use through a preferred internet 

browser from any computer in the United States, and beyond. 
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